
WELCOME! 

Building Reading Social Lives – Alycia Zimmerman 

While you’re waiting, please visit the iPad 
(front table) and add a free-association 
(word) to our collage. Thanks! 



BUILDING LITERARY SOCIAL LIVES 
Alycia Zimmerman, BLC 2014 



Introduction 



How can we create opportunities for 
our students to engage in 
constructivist, social learning about 
and while reading and writing? 

Focus Question: 



Call for volunteers: Class “Googler” 

¨  Do a real time search for 
ideas, information, answers 
to questions, resources, and 
more to support our 
discussion. 

¨  Should be an adept 
multitasker or easily bored 

A student (or participant) who will … 



Overview – Building Literary Social Lives 

§  #1stFiveDays – Reading Surveys and Reading 
Interviews 

§  Start Simple: Buddy Reading 
§  Start Simple: Headphone Splitters 
§  Book Clubs – in our classroom and then beyond 
§  Tools Round Up: 
•  eReading – Storia 
•  eReading – NewsELA 
•  Biblionasium 

 



#1stFiveDays: Getting to Know Your 
Readers - Survey 

¨  Regular “low tech” reading survey 
www.alyciazimmerman.com/blc14-presentation-resources.html 



#1stFiveDays: Getting to Know Your 
Readers - Survey  

¨  Or “high tech” approach using a Google Form  
¨  Give students the option?  
¨  Helps to assess students’ tech comfort 

¨  http://tinyurl.com/ReadingSurveyForm 



#1stFiveDays: Getting to Know Your 
Readers – Why We Read Charting  

§  “Old school” charting creates 
visible signs of community 
norms 

§  Works off the assumption that 
“Yes, we all read” and “We 
read for different purposes” 

§  Teaches students to talk about 
their “inner reading lives” 



#1stFiveDays: Getting to Know Your 
Readers – Reading Confessional Videos 

¨  Gets students used to video-documenting process 
¨  Creates a “living” attitudes assessment 
¨  Combined, creates a “State of Reading Address” 

movie 



Start Simple: Partner Reading 

Not just for early readers – partner reading gives all 
students a chance to “socialize” during reading. 



Start Simple: Partner Reading 

•  Builds oral language skills needed 
to speak about literature 
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.1 – Engage 
effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions) 

•  Building block for book clubs and 
“grand conversations” 

•  Gives student a chance to reflect 
on reading efforts 

•  Builds social excitement about 
reading 

•  Could be “digital” and global (or 
with a mentor) – but definitely 
doesn’t have to be 



Start Simple: Headphone Splitters 

$2.38 



Student Led Book Clubs 

¨  Students all read same 
book (often novel) and 
meet to discuss their 
thinking several times 
during the reading of 
the book 

¨  Powerful way to have 
students doing ALL of the 
talking in focused discussions 

¨  A lot of back-end work to 
build to high level discussions 

¨  In my classroom, “Grand 
Conversations” (Socratic 
Circles) and close reading 
first  

What are Book Clubs? About Book Clubs 



Student Led Book Clubs 

First Book 
Club meeting 
for this cycle. 

Camera on 
tripod (no 
observer) 

Chu Ju’s House  

(Also was 
pajama day) 

Students have 
timer. 



BEFORE Student Led Book Clubs 

Close Reading 



BEFORE Student Led Book Clubs 

Grand 
Conversations 



Beginning Book Clubs 

¨  1) Gather book sets 
¨  2) “Book Talk” book options to entice students 

Instead of “book talking” all of the options myself, “movie trailers” 
are a great option! This one comes from “Book Trailers for Readers”.  
www.booktrailersforreaders.com 



Beginning Book Clubs 

¨  3) Have students rank their choices 
¨  4) Make the clubs, considering student choice & personalities 
¨  5) Announce the clubs with much fanfare 

(I put pictures of each book cover with the students’ names on it in a 
sealed envelope to build the suspense.) 



Beginning Book Clubs 

¨  6) Teach 
expectations 
and structure of 
book club 
meetings 
(connect to 
“grand 
conversations, 
etc.) 

¨  7) Discuss Book 
Club “rules” – 
bookmarks (on 
website) 



Beginning Book Clubs 

¨  8) Have students plan their first meeting with an 
agenda (Provide a sample agenda) 



Beginning Book Clubs 

8) Planning continued … 



Student Led Book Clubs – Meeting Time 

•  4 meetings per book 
•  Recorded for reflection 
•  Sometimes “fishbowled” 



Student Led Book Clubs – Reflect and Refine 



Student Led Book Clubs – Reflect and Refine 

Resource of videos of 
student-led book clubs to 
“fishbowl” and aid in 
reflection or modeling: 
http://
readingandwritingproject
.com/resources/common-
core-standards/ccs-
videos.html 
OR 
http://tinyurl.com/
TCbookclubmovies 
 



Student Led Book Clubs – Reflect and Refine 

Students become “experts” on how to have a book club, in 
order to teach others. 
 



Student Led Book Clubs – Celebrate with 
Group Projects 



Student Led Book Clubs – Celebrate with 
Group Projects 



But it’s interesting and fun to explore new tools … 
so, here’s a round-up of some favs! 

It’s about the learning, not the tools …   



It’s about the learning, not the tools … 

Storia 
eReading 
program: 

Book groups 
(multiple 
copies) 

Peer-to-peer 
commenting 

Motivating for 
reluctant 
readers 



It’s about the learning, not the tools … 



It’s about the learning, not the tools … 



It’s about the learning, not the tools … 



It’s about the learning, not the tools … 

NEWSELA  

Daily news 
articles that 
can be scaled 
by Lexile level 

Common Core 
aligned 
reading 
quizes 

Reading 
reports per 
student in Pro 



It’s about the learning, not the tools … 

www.NewsELA.com 



It’s about the learning, not the tools … 

Biblionasium 

Like “Good 
Reads” for 
kids. 

Students log 
their reading, 
review and 
rate books, 
recommend 
books to 
peers, earn 
badges, and 
more. 

www.biblionasium.com 



Introduction 


